THE  TOMB  OF  HUD  IN  THE  VALLEY  OP  THE  FLOODS

still gives a feeling of massive solidity.   Near die summit is a deep
well.1

Leaving Husn al 'Ur the track crossed to the riverside, cool and pleasant
with dates and cultivation. A large heron stood in the water leisurely
collecting its supper; the scenery was Egyptian, colouring soft and attractive
witb the late afternoon light falling on the date-palms. We could see As
Som in the distance and passing through it, halted among sand dunes and
rath a little beyond the village. While our home for the night was being
'set up, a wild-looking man who had been to Mombasa came to see me and,
talHng Swahili, asked me when we would have a District Commissioner
there, as in Mombasa, He said that the people who had cultivation were
tired of perpetual raids by Shenzis (savages) from the mountains who came
down when the crops were ready.

In the morning we discovered that the headman, Ma'tuf bin Khashash,
had deserted.   The mantle fell on Karama.

The flies were still with us, riding on us and buzzing round us. I had a
theory that many of them came with us the whole journey from Mukalla
and back, for where they could arise from in barren country I could not
think. I believe they camped with us at night and started off again on our
backs in the morning. We had nothing now to mitigate the nuisance, -
for we were short of cigarettes and had been unable to buy any in Tarim.
Seiyid 'Umar had given us a tin of black Bird's Eye tobacco and some
cigarette-papers, and with these we manufactured some powerful smokes
at lunch and evening halts.

Now and again we saw the unusual sight of goats perched on the top
of quite high bushes browsing on the upper branches. I thought they
must have developed the power of flight until I saw a woman picking
them up and putting them on the trees.

"We did not enter Fughma village but went down to the river and, at its
junction with the Wadi Yabha settled down, in the shade of the bank, for

^ We climbed down a shorter but steeper way and found the following inscription
high up on the wall which does not seem to have been recorded before :
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